The following answer provides a good illustration of how a well-planned essay with appropriate

content will earn very good marks.

Of course it has some flaws. Under exam conditions with only 22.5 minutes available it is
extremely difficult to produce an essay which is ideally constructed and avoids all errors in spelling
and grammar. You may also spot areas where the student could have provided more accurate
information and added more detail to his examples (e.g. Tibet is mentioned briefly but there is no
reference to the crushing of Tibetan protests since China invaded — presumably because there was

insufficient time).

The key point is that this student has produced a well-structered essay with a logical pattern. It
makes points then goes on to explain these and provide relevant examples. There are also points

of analysis, again with examples.

This essay was graded a clear A.

Q. To what extent are there demands for political reform in China?

A The /Dw//aé’ /@/«//?’o of Chira fas been ruled as a communist state sivce 7949 and
many /w/a/e bebleve 1t is tine fo/‘ /a//f/aa/ ﬂefa/w, /%/(y af the Strict commanSt baws
introduced i 7949 are st in /%we a/&%a«/é /oeoe/(tfyl there has been /%fcwr( ﬁe/zw&}g/
the economy which kas allowed China to prosper,

The Commanist pa/‘éy of Chia / CHC / has been in controf sice 7949, /}(/K/&/Zy lod /f Mao
Zea/w(//, When Mao took over, Chiva was a éa/@ comntry with even /g}?//e/‘ /M//@/mf §0
strict baws were reeded,  [he CFC is the w(fy party in Chira with any c/a///‘ea @Z power,
which doesn t sound democratic as there are o«{y ever CHFC candidates in ebections,

However, there (s some democracy within the CFC wnd recent toaders have seen the
/a/(ef/f.f af a//oa//}gz more f/‘eez/am’ i the economy and J’aa/éz/fy, [ hese /‘afw‘/m? have &/M
most af the /a/«/at/b/( éz;a/zf /oeaﬁa/}(// the demand faﬁ /a//f/éa/ /oefamr,

Much af the demands fa/‘ /M/?'&‘/'aa/ /‘e[fa/w have been yaa&éea’ due Co recent ecoomre /‘afaﬁmf
which has made Chias economy the fastest growing ix the wortl  [For example, China s
GOP tas risen from 500 bitlion Juan ix 7978 to over # trithion ix 2004, i rapid
/Ma/b‘é has been down Co the commanist government /}(émc{aa/)g/ Some azy/fa%&f /deas to the
econony. Free emfa/y/‘/[fe Vi e/waa/‘@;zm’ as well as wealth which has caused many ertizens



to be betler aff, z%«/wa/o, these /‘efw‘/n& have abeo widened the % belween the rich and
poor, nuch e the Western powers tike the US and the AN, Neverthetess, most 0f
China has /e/(ef/&‘e(/ f/‘ﬂ/r{ the economic /"@fﬂ/‘lf(&; thus /‘ec/aa/}(/ the demand foﬁ /M//Z/'aa/

/‘&0[0/‘//( ,

Along with the ecoromic changes, there have been some linited pobitieal democracy and
freedams.  For example, xon-CFPC members are allmed to stand for local ebections thus
providing some Kied of qpposition to the CFC.  Aloo there are newspapers such as the Chira

ﬁa//} ac L‘/MZ? promotig discassion on several conlentlions issues, /Vo/(-/aaeﬁmef(f

0/7/52/(/&«&‘/27/(& / /Vfaf/ ke f/‘w@aaw ad p}o[fm are now ollowed Co work c/we//y i China,

7%«/@&@/3 Uhis f/‘ee/m & mininal aa/r(/a/‘ea/ to the Wests ridea of social f/‘w{/m ! There are
Stitl striot taws against qpposition to the government on @ wite soale wnd ever speaking of
protest, f e loss domg 1, can resull i /'a/f Ar entreme e,m/r(/a/a af this was ix [ iananmen
fyaaﬁe i 71989 where aroud 2,000 protesters were kitled when Jovernment fomw c;ae/(aa/
five on then.  China stitl fas strict luws involing the media, 7o lustrate ths, sivce
7998 at teast 700 pegple. have been jatled for using the internet.  Goople is abso
téwate/(/)gz to /m// out because Chia fa/ff to debiver the fﬂw internel fc@//e dellsers,

[ hese e,m/r(/z/e& /r(/dbét Show that there is some demand fo/o /a/ﬁ‘/aa/ f/oeec/m and /ae/%z;af 10 g
very stowly moviny towards a more socially ger state,

[here is a greater demand for political reform in some areas of Chira than others,  For
cxampte, i Tong Koy the peagple want to experience the same Kird of freedom they had
widere British rate, which owned tong Kong wtil 7997, The leaders of China have
responded by proposing a compromise where 50% of the tg Kong teaders are elected and
the other éa%f are elooted 5% the CFC.  This is evidonce af some foind 0f /ée-«/ay. Tt
/s abso an area where there is great demand fok /M//L‘/ba/ /"@/ﬂ/‘/ﬂ, [ibet lod /f the Dalar
Lama, fw/ Kéef shoudd be an /kc/a/ae/(a/e/(f state whereas Chira maitais féey own [ibet.

In conclusion, changes ix recent years have hethed to linit demand for major political change.
However, where there s demand the Jovernment hasn ¢ shown any Sign 0f ﬁ&/&/{lf/}g/ o
pressure for major chige and any qpposition continues o be crashed,

The key point to remember is that there is no magic formula and no short cut to achieving an A.
It is hard work and so it should be. As the above essay illustrates, a good mark comes not from

quantity but from a well-planned logical answer with a good content, examples and analysis.



